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Contact us

Current studentsFuture International studentsFuture Australian and New
Zealand students

Ask a question
Freecall (within Australia): 1800
007 252
Phone (from outside Australia): +61
7 4631 2285
Email usq.support@usq.edu.au

Ask a question
Phone: +61 7 4631 5543
Email: international@usq.edu.au

Ask a question
Freecall (within Australia): 1800
269 500
Phone (from outside Australia): +61
7 4631 5315
Email: study@usq.edu.au

Program aims
The Master of Laws by Research aims to produce graduates trained in legal research either for academic or
professional purposes. The task of the Master of Laws by Research student is to undertake a significant piece
of research and report it in a scholarly dissertation. The Master of Laws by Research aims to provide students
with opportunities to explore the resolution of particular legal problems using specialist and theoretical
knowledge and advanced techniques through conducting research in a specialised area of law, legal theory,
comparative law or legal history or by conducting interdisciplinary studies in law

Program objectives
On successful completion of this program students will be able to:

● comprehend and evaluate developments in a chosen area of law and critically examine the relationship
between those developments and contemporary theory

● identify, critically assess and apply selected research methodologies in law in terms of their theoretical
status and their applicability for resolving contemporary legal and social problems

● undertake, interpret and evaluate legal research using acceptable principles and techniques
● create a scholarly document.

Australian Qualifications Framework
The Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF) is a single national, comprehensive system of qualifications
offered by higher education institutions (including universities), vocational education and training institutions
and secondary schools. Each AQF qualification has a set of descriptors which define the type and complexity
of knowledge, skills and application of knowledge and skills that a graduate who has been awarded that
qualification has attained, and the typical volume of learning associated with that qualification type.
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● have already used RTP Fees Offset funding and have successfully completed an HDR program. Once a
student completes an HDR program, full entitlements of RTP Fees Offset are restored.

The Australian Commonwealth Government’s contribution to program fees must be ackno
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Exit points
A student enrolled in the Master of Laws by Research who wishes to exit without completing the program,
may on the basis of outstanding performance seek to transfer to the Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) program. To
be considered for acceptance into the PhD program, students will have:

● completed at least 8 units within the Master of Laws by Research
● a nominal GPA of 6 achieved from:

● a minimum grade of A for the course LAW8001 Legal Research Methodology and where applicable
a minimum grade of A for another research course if required by the supervisory team

● a minimum grade of A for their research proposal from the Confirmation of Candidature panel

● achieved subsequent confirmation of Master's candidature by the Office of Research and Higher Degrees.

Note: Candidates will be required to meet the admission requirements of the PhD program and, if they are
accepted, will be enrolled as provisional candidates with their status reviewed within 12 months for full-time
enrolment or 24 months for part-time enrolment. Students may apply for credit in the PhD program based on
the Master of Laws by Research units completed. Students who are eligible to transfer to the PhD after 8 units
and take that option will be eligible for the Postgraduate Diploma of Legal Research.

Students who are unable to complete the Master of Laws by Research but have completed 4 units including
LAW8001 Legal Research Methodology (or another research course if required by the supervisory team),
LAW8002 Law Masters Dissertation A, LAW8003 Law Masters Dissertation B and a research proposal with
a minimum grade of C from the Confirmation of Candidature panel will be eligible to exit with a Graduate
Certificate of Laws Research (GCLR).

Credit
Credit will not normally be granted for the Law Masters Dissertation courses. Claims for credit for previous
study should be submitted prior to or at the time of enrolment in a program. Each claim will be assessed on
individual merit in line with USQ policy. Credit approved in this program will not automatically apply to
other programs offered by USQ.

Recommended enrolment pattern
Students are able to enrol in any offered mode of a course (on-campus, external or online), regardless of the
program mode of study they enrolled in.

Examples of recommended full-time and part-time enrolment patterns are set out in the table below. Students
requiring assistance with their enrolment pattern should contact the Faculty of Business, Education, Law and
Arts.

#OMMENTS%NROLMENT REQUIREMENTS9EAR OF PROGRAM AND SEMESTER IN WHICH COURSE
IS NORMALLY STUDIED

#OURSE

/NLINE
�/.,	

%XTERNAL
�%84	

/N
CAMPUS
�/.#	

3EM9EAR3EM9EAR3EM9EAR

1 unitPre-requisite: Students must
be enrolled in one of the fol
lowing programs: DPHD, D
JUR, LLBH, LLMR or LLMC

1111LAW8001 Legal Research Methodology

1 unit1111LAW8002 Law Masters Dissertation A

2 unitsPre-requisite: LAW80022111LAW8003 Law Masters Dissertation B

4 unitsPre-requisite: LAW800321LAW8004 Law Masters Dissertation C

4 unitsPre-requisite: LAW800312LAW8004 Law Masters Dissertation C
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