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Freecall (within Australia): 1800
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Email: study@usq.edu.au

Program objectives
On successful completion of the program, students should be able to:
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Program aims
The aim of this program is to provide experienced professionals with doctoral level research opportunities
(and some coursework as required) that will engage issues and develop original knowledge that is relevant
and meaningful to their professional capabilities, helps to build capacity in their practice environments /
communities and helps to contribute to their self-awareness and intellectual independence.

Australian Qualifications Framework
The Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF) is a single national, comprehensive system of qualifications
offered by higher education institutions (including universities), vocational education and training institutions
and secondary schools. Each AQF qualification has a set of descriptors which define the type and complexity
of knowledge, skills and application of knowledge and skills that a graduate who has been awarded that
qualification has attained, and the typical volume of learning associated with that qualification type.

This program is at AQF Qualification Level 10. Graduates at this level will have systematic and critical
understanding of a complex field of learning and specialised research skills for the advancement of learning
and/or for professional practice.

The full set of levels criteria and qualification type descriptors can be found by visiting www.aqf.edu.au.

Admission requirements
Admission is by written application and interview. To be considered for entry, an applicant must normally
possess a bachelor’s degree with honours or a master’s degree from an Australian university or equivalent,
and have the equivalent of at least five years' experience in their field. Anyone wishing to gain entry to the
program on the basis of equivalent qualifications and/or experience should contact the University for
consideration for admission on this basis.

All students are required to satisfy the applicable English language requirements.

If you do not meet the English language requirements you may apply to study a University-approved English
language program. On successful completion of the English language program, you may be admitted to an
award program.

Program fees

Domestic full fee paying place
Domestic full fee paying places are funded entirely through the full fees paid by the student. Full fees vary
depending on the courses that are taken. You are able to calculate the fees for a particular course via the Course
Fee Finder.
Domestic full fee paying students may be eligible to defer their fees through a Government loan called FEE-
HELP provided they meet the residency and citizenship requirements.
Australian citizens, Permanent Humanitarian Visa holders, Permanent Resident visa holders and New Zealand
citizens who will be resident outside Australia for the duration of their program pay full tuition fees and are
not eligible for FEE-Help.

International full fee paying place
International students pay full fees. Full fees vary depending on the courses that are taken and whether they
are studied on-campus, via distance education/online. You are able to calculate the fees for a particular course
via the Course Fee Finder.

Research training scheme (RTS)
Australian citizens, Australian permanent residents and New Zealand citizens commencing a higher degree
research program may have their tuition fees paid for by the Australian Federal Government under the Research
Training Scheme (RTS). A RTS place entitles a student an exemption on tuition fees for a maximum period
of 4 years full-time or 8 years part-time for a Doctorate program and 2 years full-time or 4 years part-time for
a Masters by Research program. As part of the enrolment process students are required to submit proof of
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Consult the Handbook on the Web at http://www.usq.edu.au/handbook/current  for any updates that may occur during the year.
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citizenship and transcripts of all previous academic study. It is with this documentation that USQ can determine
a student's eligibility for a RTS place. Students who are eligible for RTS are:

● those who have not consumed a RTS allocation previously;
● those who have already utilised the RTS to successfully completed a research program. Once a student

completes a higher degree research program full entitlements of the RTS are restored.

If a student's RTS entitlement expires before they have completed their program they will be required to pay
full tuition fees for the remainder of the program. As there may be limited RTS places a places a
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