
Master of Arts. . (MSTA) - MA
CRICOS code (International applicants): 072983D

This program is offered only to continuing students. No new admissions will be accepted. Students who
are interested in this study area should consider the MARA Master of Arts which will be offered from
semester 1, 2014.
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Semester 1 (March)
Semester 2 (July)

Semester 1 (March)
Semester 2 (July)

Semester intake:

-ToowoombaCampus:

Domestic full fee paying placeDomestic full fee paying placeFees:
International full fee paying placeInternational full fee paying place

1 year full-time; 2 years part-timeStandard duration:

From: Bachelor of Arts; Bachelor of Creative Arts . or other approved degree programProgram
articulation: To: Doctor of Philosophy or other approved prof0 1 3c6157 37h)TT44 l
5ts):ustralian  Tf New0 g
1 0 0 1  39.94243f
65ts):Zeal Tf ted. Stu0 g
84 690.418 Tm
(MARA Master of )Tj
1 0
1 134 419.25ts):Ask a qu1 0 uswithin 0 1 450.923 528f
1 040 0 0187.2Australia1 591800 0 0 1 62.623
1 134 392l
5ts):079 252872 526.62 .579 Tsterc0 1 62.623
1 134 379
65ts):Phonj
-0f2 5 out
1 0 0 1 450.923 569.019 379
65ts):Australia1 59+61 Tm
(Pr)T0erc0 1 62.623
1 134 366.45ts):9 4 3 Tf
85 0 0 1 62.623
1 134 353.25ts):Email2.979 Tm
(Doctor of Philosoph)T404.963 353.25ts):usq.support@usq.edu.au0 g
1 0 0 1 218
781 419.25ts):Ask a qu1 0 uswithin 0 1 450.923 132 733040 0 0187.2Australia1 591800 0 0 1 62.62 39.942392l
5ts):0 0 500 0 0526.62 .579 Tsterc0 1 62.62 39.942379
65ts):Phonj
-0f2 5 out
1 0 0 1 450.923 149
1 0 379
65ts):Australia1 59+61 Tm
(Pr)T0erc0 1 62.62 39.942366.45ts):9 4 3 T6435 0 0 1 62.62 39.942353.25ts):Email12.979 Tm
(Doctor of Philosoph)T9G
1 52353.25ts):a sho@usq.edu.au0 g
 Tm
(which7.82
1 0 0 1 93.519 703321 80nts):
1 0 0 1 62.6281.963321 80nts): Tm
(eaims59.528 742.832 Tm
(Master o3T4054Tm
(ogram is18 Tm
(edsnoMaster o3T4054T42.832 Tm
(Master 734 4 3900327 ):Ask a qu1 0 us)Tj
tts):Ph9 4 up): Tm
(ea6f45918y design528 or327  qu1Tm
(Arts .)Tj
236 57Master 734 4 v
(Arts .)Tj
237.69423ter 734 4 e 419.25ts5 69 require7.872 61695 0 
1 0 0 1 74.03556 576aster 734 4 v
(Arts .)Tj
 13461123ter 734 4 elopm0 0 or505.942 l
154.772 5291.3734 4 qu T60 us)Tj
tts):Ph9 4 up): Tm
(ea6f459t18 Tmup):de.T0erc0 1 62.6266 595291.3734 4 Th1 0 0 1 6 also(edsn690.0 0duce ):duates5 69 ha18
781 44 l
5t2.415291.3734 4 49.579 Tm
(615942 l55291.3734 4 e 0 g
dv
(Arts .)Tj
 34.1225291.3734 4 emesd 0 1 157.872 d(64 3435291.3734 4 3.519 70348.247 51755291.3734 4 aren 61,0f2 5 o032 Tm
(ested in this 20 0 ):Ask nder(SemdTc
/134 d pru1 9t18 ppro9 69comple 1 334.587 512 ou25 20 0 ):Askxitieacce huma1 Tfought, ePhilosoph)T404.94 7020 0 ):Askxpru61695/134 beha18
781 44 l
4 2Tf55 20 0 ):Askviour as re0 us)Tj
tts):Ph9 1 up): Tm
(ea6f4u1Ted0.418 Tm
(ested in this 12.99s):Ask l  qu1 0 us)Tj
tts):Ph9 4 up): Tm
(ea6f4)Tj
iscipliia1area. G):duates5 .528also(ha18
781 44 l
237.5 )12.99s):Asv
(Arts .)Tj
279
659)12.99s):Ase 
1m8 T 3 /F1 9 6ir capacity8 or3 qu1  T6se4 419.y05.842 m
59.628 532 12.99s):As,0f2 5 o621 Tm
(ested in this 158 64):Asru6e(Sem/134 scholarship atl hig4.6ele 1 334.587 5123 53 158 64):Asv
(Arts .)Tj
2289425 158 64):Asel/134/o7.879 703 Tc
/knof0 157 51226.158111 158 64):Aswledgould empl9 Tm
(gree pro08F2 5 158 64):Asym0 0 or9community8service,0.418 Tm
(ested in this 1342 l34 4 emd(ha18
781 44 l

0 326 1342 l34 4 vg students. No 6 Tm1342 l34 4 e enhemesd fur54.6e9 6ir per(95 0, cull
5 0, c79 Tm
(Arts .)Tj
004 394 1342 l34 4 vg students. 312 539m1342 l34 4 e emd(k a llu1Tu T capacitiea. hilog.6723F2 134 4 5960326 6212 5682.832 Tm
(Master o3T4054T212 5682.8320 1 6 obju1TmvenoMaster o3T4054T42.832 Tm
(Ma8 Tm271.979 Tm succu61ful9complet18 ppro9 690 0 1 6 419.25ts5j
1 0  RG
1 04 4 742.832 Tm
( .)Tj
10 053734 4 h9 4 up): Tm
(ea6faster o3T 1 3.6877 59072983ha18
781 44 l

 .)356877 59072983vg students. N 5576877 59072983eg
dv
(Arts .)Tj
191 1942877 59072983emesd 9 6ir p872 61695 0 knof0 157 51226242.13.6877 59072983wledgould a ma1n.6e9 atlk ad propr 9te690.4areer90 0 1 61695RG
1 04 4 742.832 Tm
T 1 3.686
653734 4 h9 4 up): Tm
(ea6faster o3ts� )266 59072983nterble690.e0erc0 1 62.62 39341)266 59072983v
(Arts .)Tj
158 566)266 59072983aluate emd(90.a5 0ys69criti5918y a rang677. Pr)as emd(9heorieacpertainTc
/90.9 69c79 Tm
(Arts .)Tj
591 4 70266 59072983v
(Arts .)Tj
523 7 Tf266 59072983ensider the )Tj
2 )2 3909072983a1 0 or9huma1itieaRG
1 04 4 742.832 Tm
T 1 3.6828963 34 4 h9 4 up): Tm
(ea6faster o3ts� )227.89072983ha18
781 44 l
109
5ts�.89072983v
(Arts .)Tj
1949.942227.89072983ter)quiredg
dv
(Arts .)Tj
10 05792227.89072983emesd knof0 157 51226223 2062227.89072983wledgo, sk.52s emd(competenc1 0 0 1 445.582 5772227.89072983y 11 Tfe.418 25tTj
19p5918y a rang60 1 445.582oph)T404.963 3534.3734 4 emh942392l
5ts):0 0 9423ter 73g3o072983a1 0 ornl
a1area. Gp0 983alua56 5nc8
/kn2.99s):Asv
(Arts .)Tj
279
659)12.99s):Ase o5Dl
.832 Tm
T 1 3.63v
(Arts 4G7.89072983emesd 3y 11 Tfe.41r . Gp0 983alua563  44 l
1092alua5 . 3a1 661.94157 51226223 2062octor of Philosoph)T404..)356877 590721mch)T404..)356877 m356877 59074.9pl87.232e158 64):Aswle3640.1m356877 5907x58 64):Aswle3 3a .)356877 59074cu9072e0er1 04154.7720729o7.879 7,c
/knof0 157,34 4 osi)12.,ua56 5nc8
/kn2.99s):As80 Tm
(ea6f1 59179
t9)12.95122en 61,0f2 5 o032 20rts..)80 Tm
(ea6fe.418  158 64):Aswlen th36)80 Tm
(ea6fv2 Tm
T 1 3.686
60fe.80 Tm
(ea6fell
154.77
T 1 3.60 -2e 14 4cm661.9424  l
h
f
596532Tf
5890.411 TfMarch))Tj
11 TfMarch))Tj
59653234 34 24032an6 stud5 8942 l
154.672 4 hs)Tc
5004ter 734 41,0f2 5 o032 T94258)Tc
5004ter apa12.94.12252dPr) Dec.742 l
15405.942 l
535.748 
5004ter  stude: 5nc8
/kn2.994 36)Tc
5004ter  QLD 98344B | NSW 02225M
15405.942 l
3587 642.004ter 1
15405.942 l
535.74642.004ter ' Uni1,0f2 5 o032 8568474642.004ter apa134 l
.Soua ll Pr)as emd(9he1.8964642.004ter n Queensla56 5nc.77
T 1 3.60 2e 14 4cm661 1 3.60 -30 14 4cm61 0 0 1 157
535.748h)046734 4 59s hi1 0 oHa56book on690.418 T579 Tm
(61)04748h)046734 4W1mch)T404..)352 Tc
8h)046734 4eb9512.922 512.979 Tm
(ed prof0 1 3c)94 37c
8h)046734 4http://wwwTj
19p5918y a  0 058h)046734 4. o3T4054T4/ha56book/curr No c0 1 62.623
1 134 37937 55258h)046734 4 f450.923 526.170 1 68h)046734 49sa

./MARA.pdf
./BART.pdf
./BCRA.pdf
./DPHD.pdf
http://usqassist.custhelp.com/
mailto:usq.support@usq.edu.au
http://usqstudy.custhelp.com/app/home
mailto:international@usq.edu.au
http://usqstudy.custhelp.com/cgi-bin/usqstudy.cfg/php/enduser/ask.php
mailto:study@usq.edu.au
http://www.usq.edu.au/handbook/current


Admission requirements
The requirements described in this section are the generic requirements for entry to the Master of Arts program.
Some majors may have additional specific requirements.

Standard Entry

● The normal requirement for entry to the Master of Arts program is a three year bachelor degree or
equivalent.

● Some consideration for significant professional practice may be given to applicants at the discretion of
the Faculty of Business, Education, Law and Arts.

Additional Entry Requirements

● Applicants for entry into the following Master of Arts pathways/majors must have completed a major in
their discipline area or have equivalent professional experience: Anthropology, Applied Media, Creative
Media, English Literature, Journalism, Music, Theatre; and Visual Arts. Anthropology applicants must
have a minimum grade point average of five.

● Ideally, applicants will have up to two years of practice in their given discipline/field in addition to their
undergraduate qualifications.

● Students intending to undertake research or project work should note that selection of any research topic
is subject to the availability of an appropriate supervisor, and students must accept faculty guidance in
their selection of a research topic.

● Students who have graduated with USQ's Postgraduate Certificate in Business will be considered for
admission to the Corporate Communication coursework major only in the Master of Arts.

● Some disciplines require the completion of an additional Discipline Proposal. These disciplines are:
Anthropology, Applied Media, Communication and Media Studies, Creative Media, English Literature,
Music, Theatre, Visual Arts. Students should prepare a report of no more than five pages, addressing the
criteria below, and a 300 word description of the proposed project. Anthropology and English literature
applicants must develop their proposal in consultation with a staff member in their discipline.
Please advise how your proposed research will:
(1) Advance your professional knowledge in a manner that is appropriate to your career

progression/aspirations
(2) Evaluate and critically analyse a range of theories and methodologies pertaining to your sector/field

in either the creative arts or humanities
(3) Be managed and evaluated. Detail the resources you will need to complete this project (include

equipment, personnel etc).
(4) What is your perceived outcome for this research/project and who (other than yourself) stands to

benefit from your research/project?
(5) Note: Students completing coursework are not required to submit a proposal.

Domestic and International Applicants from a non-English speaking background are required to satisfy English
language requirements.

If you do not meet the English language requirements you may apply to study a University-approved English
language program. On successful completion of the English language program, Applicants may be admitted
to an Award Program.

Program fees

Domestic full fee paying place
Domestic full fee paying places are funded entirely through the full fees paid by the student. Full fees vary
depending on the courses that are taken. You are able to calculate the fees for a particular course via the Course
Fee Finder.
Domestic full fee paying students may be eligible to defer their fees through a Government loan called FEE-
HELP provided they meet the residency and citizenship requirements.
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Australian citizens, Permanent Humanitarian Visa holders, Permanent Resident visa holders and New Zealand
citizens who will be resident outside Australia for the duration of their program pay full tuition fees and are
not eligible for FEE-Help.

International full fee paying place
International students pay full fees. Full fees vary depending on the courses that are taken and whether they
are studied on-campus, via distance education/online. You are able to calculate the fees for a particular course
via the Course Fee Finder.

Program structure
Depending on the discipline chosen, Master of Arts students may choose one of the following pathways or
options:

● six courses of study comprising four units of coursework and four units of supervised dissertation work
(20,000 words). The dissertation component must be completed over two consecutive semesters.

● six courses of study comprising four units of coursework and four units of supervised advanced project
work that could include work-integrated learning, professional placement, documented exhibition,
performance or studio practice. The project component must be completed over two consecutive semesters.

● eight courses of study comprising eight units of discipline specific (only Editing and Publishing and
English Literature) or interdisciplinary coursework

● seven courses of study comprising six units of coursework, with either a disciplinary or interdisciplinary
selection of courses, and two units of:

(1) supervised dissertation (10,000 words) or
(2) exegesis of 10,000 words on an exhibition, performance, studio practice, professional placement or

work-integrated learning experience or advanced project
(3) advanced project of work integrated learning, professional placement, documented exhibition, performance

or studio practice.

The program can be undertaken full-time in one academic year, or part-time over two years. Part-time enrolment
will normally be coursework in year one, and dissertation and/or project work in year two, depending on the
pathway chosen.

Please refer to the Recommended Enrolment patterns for further details on offerings from each discipline.

Please note: students must choose either the Dissertation OR Project pathway for Masters enrolment across
the degree program. Students will not be able to change from dissertation to project courses within this Masters
program. Major studies/specialisations

Semester 3

No courses will be offered in Semester 3 and students will not be able to commence the Masters program in
Semester 3.

Program completion requirements
Students are required to complete 8 credit points within a consistent pattern as described within the Program
Structure.

Required time limits
Students have a maximum of 4 years to complete this program.

Core courses
Core courses are essential to developing the skills required to conduct scholarly activity and independent
research at Masters level. All students in the School of Humanities and Communication (except those taking
the Editing and Publishing major) must enrol in:

● HMT4005 Research Design

This version produced 18 Dec 2014.CRICOS: QLD 00244B | NSW 02225M
3© University of Southern Queensland

Consult the Handbook on the Web at http://www.usq.edu.au/handbook/current  for any updates that may occur during the year.
Master of Arts. . (MSTA) - MA (2014)

http://www.usq.edu.au/current-students/organise-enrolment/fees/deferring/fee-help
http://www.usq.edu.au/current-students/organise-enrolment/fees
http://www.usq.edu.au/course/synopses/2014/HMT4005.html
http://www.usq.edu.au/handbook/current


Students taking the research pathway with four units of supervised dissertation must enrol in:

● MAR8001 Dissertation A (Masters)
● MAR8002 Dissertation B (Masters)

For students in the School of Creative Arts enrolled in the disciplines of Applied Media, Creative Media,
Music, Theatre and Visual Arts the following courses are core courses:

● BCA8000 Aesthetic Dimensions

● BCA8001 Critical and Creative Thinking.

All Creative Arts Masters students will be expected to audit HMT4005 Research Design as part of their
MAR8001 Dissertation A (Masters) or MAR8003 Masters Project A courses.

Major studies
A Major Study is a group of courses having six units in value within the program, and is designed to provide
students with:

● specialised knowledge in selected areas of a particular discipline
● the opportunity to develop research and/or practical skills in a particular discipline.

Major studies at Masters level are available in Anthropology, Applied Media, Communication and Media
Studies, Corporate Communication, Creative Media, Editing and Publishing, English Literature, History,
Interdisciplinary, International Relations, Journalism, Music, Social Sciences, Theatre and Visual Arts. Note
that not all majors can be completed in one calendar year.

Course
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● the course passed was taken at least at postgraduate or equivalent level
● the course was passed within five years prior to the application (courses up to 10 years old may be

considered)
● the course passed is equivalent in objectives, content and weightings to a course prescribed in the Master

of Arts degree, or alternatively, the course is suitable as an elective
● the maximum number of units which may be credited in the Master of Arts program is four
● credit approved in this program will not automatically apply to other programs offered by the USQ.

Note: Where credit is granted, maximum and minimum duration will be adjusted in the same proportion as
the credit, for example, where the maximum of 50 per cent credit is granted, maximum and minimum duration
will be reduced by one-half.

Course transfers
Students should contact the Faculty of Business, Education, Law and Arts for advice.

Anthropology recommended enrolment pattern
Students are able to enrol in any offered mode of a course (on-campus, distance education or online), regardless
of the program mode of study they enrolled in.
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Communication and Media Studies recommended enrolment pattern - 1. Coursework
and 2 unit research pathway
Students are able to enrol in any offered mode of a course (on-campus, distance education or online), regardless
of the program mode of study they enrolled in.
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Pre-requisite: Students must be enrolled in
one of the following Programs: MSTA or
MARA

1,2111MAR8001 Dissertation A (Masters)*
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History recommended enrolment pattern - 2. Coursework and 2 unit Research Pathway
Students are able to enrol in any offered mode of a course (on-campus, distance education or online), regardless
of the program mode of study they enrolled in.
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International Relations recommended enrolment pattern - 2. coursework and 2 unit
dissertation or project
Students are able to enrol in any offered mode of a course (on-campus, distance education or online), regardless
of the program mode of study they enrolled in.
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Choose ONE of the following two courses:

Pre-requisite: Students must be enrolled in
one of the following Programs: MSTA or
MARA

1,2121MAR8002 Dissertation B (Masters)*

Or

Pre-requisite: Students must be enrolled in
one of the following Programs: MSTA or
MARA

1,2121MAR8004 Masters Project B*

Pre-requisite: Students must be enrolled in
one of
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Footnotes
This course is equivalent to two units*
Students will audit HMT4005 Research Design#
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